
Carpenter Receives Gold Medal 

Bruce Carpenter, AIA, Senior Vice President, HDR 
Architecture, Inc., will be awarded the 2013 Harry F. 
Cunningham Gold Medal for Architectural Excellence in the 
State of Nebraska at the AIA Nebraska Excellence in Design 
Gala on October 3, 2013. The Gold Medal is the highest honor 
that AIA Nebraska can bestow and is awarded in recognition 
of the most distinguished achievement in architecture or 
service to the profession of architecture in the State of 
Nebraska.   

“Though Bruce’s work is rooted in values fostered in the Sandhills of Nebraska, they are 
expressed in a critical manner that understands culture and context, and follows a progressive 
thread that leads a primarily conservative population towards a greater appreciation of the 
power of modern elegant buildings. Bruce is a trusted and life-long confidant and counselor to 
his clients,” said nominator, Thomas J. Trenolone, AIA, Vice President, HDR Architecture, Inc.  
 
Bruce Carpenter is a Nebraskan in the truest sense. His parents lived here, he was born here, 
and he raised his family here. When asked why he chooses to stay in Nebraska, he laughs and 
makes jokes about the tortures that come with the harsh four seasons—something he 
actually enjoys. But it’s more than the weather that ties him to his native state. It’s the sense of 
community he feels when driving through of the city of Omaha, the smile that crosses his face 
when he passes a building he helped design, and the conversations he has with strangers who 
aren’t afraid to say hello. Nebraska is his home. “There’s something special about Nebraska,” 
said Bruce. “Something other states just don’t have.” 
 
Those close to Bruce know him as a man of few words. With this quiet disposition also comes a 
humble outlook on his accomplishments. Bruce isn’t the kind of person who seeks recognition; 
in fact, he is quick to deflect praise, redirecting compliments and congratulations to colleagues 
instead, always emphasizing their efforts and contributions with little regard to his own. 
 
In the end, though, Bruce has profoundly affected the architectural vernacular of Nebraska 
because the fruits of his work have a lasting impact on all who live within its borders. Countless 
citizens of all ages have been touched by his efforts to create a better community through 
design.  
 
»» Over 300,000 people attend events at The Holland Performing Arts Center and The Orpheum 
Theatre every season. 
 
»» In the first six month of 2013 alone, The Joslyn Art Museum attracted more than 67,000 
visitors who attended tours, lectures and community and partnership events and music 
programs. 
 



»» The new Institute for the Culinary Arts provides the space needed for continued growth, 
allowing it to serve up to 1,000 students, 350 more than previously. 
 
»» Bellevue was the largest city in the region without a hospital of its own. The new Bellevue 
Medical Center now serves the city’s 55,000 residents. 
 
»» The new Ray and Joan Kroc Corps Community Center is contributing to the revitalization of 
its neighborhood by providing more than 100 new jobs, and serving approximately 650 people 
daily. 
 
»» The new Fred and Pamela Buffett Cancer Center at the University of Nebraska Medical 
Center (UNMC) will improve the lives of cancer patients and their families and transform cancer 
research by bringing together the best minds in the country in the search for a cure. 
 
Bruce was born in Omaha, and was raised in a rural lake community south of the city. Bruce 
realized he wanted to become an architect in elementary school—third grade to be exact. He 
remembers a guest speaker giving a presentation on architecture and asking the students to 
design their dream homes. Shortly after sketching his dream home, Bruce realized he had a 
critical eye toward design. He recalls visiting the Joslyn Art Museum with his class and 
thinking one of the exhibits was not displayed well. It’s ironic to think that three decades later 
Bruce was helping design the Joslyn Art Museum Addition + Renovation. While growing up, 
Bruce was fascinated with his grandfather’s work as a carpenter. Bruce would often follow him 
around the house and help with projects whenever his grandfather would allow. Bruce’s father, 
who was a mechanic, also benefited from Bruce’s fascination with building things as Bruce was 
his right-hand man throughout high school. 
 
Bruce was the first in his family to attend college. He graduated from the University of Nebraska 
in 1979, and as he planned back in the third grade, obtained his degree in architecture. Shortly 
after graduating college, Bruce designed houses for a small architecture firm for a short 
period, an experience that made him more aware of the spatial qualities of a building and how 
people interacted in the built environment. He then briefly held a position at DLR and later 
worked in the basement office of an up and coming local architect. These experiences helped 
him realize the importance of building community, taking risks, and creating opportunities. 
 
Bruce joined HDR in 1984. He was attracted to the firm because he saw the opportunity to get 
involved in large scale projects with significant potential to impact the community. Since then, 
Bruce has worked on countless local projects and now serves as the director of HDR’s civic 
architecture group. When reflecting on the work he’s done in Nebraska he quickly says, “I’ve 
gotten back much more than I put in. Everything done has just felt like the right thing to do.” 
 
“Mr. Carpenter has been instrumental in elevating the prominence of our Arts community, 
has contributed to significant economic stimulus through the design and development 
of a variety of community enhancement projects, and most recently, put forth an 



extraordinary effort to ensure that the City of Omaha and its stellar new downtown stadium 
will be the home for the College World Series for the next 25 years,“ commented Governor 
Dave Heineman, State of Nebraska. 

The Gold Medal commemorates the achievements of Harry Francis Cunningham who came to 
Nebraska as lead architect for Bertram Grosvenor Goodhue's office during completion of the 
tower phase of construction for the State Capitol following Goodhue's death in 1924. It was 
Goodhue's revolutionary building design which won the nationwide competition in 1920 for the 
creation of the state house in Lincoln. Cunningham subsequently established the first school of 
architecture at the University of Nebraska- Lincoln.  
Click here to view Bruce’s full submission.  
 

http://www.aiane.org/conference/downloads/2013/Bruce_Carpenter_AIA_Cunningham_Submission.pdf

